PROJECT PIABA AMAZON TOUR 2010 – information sheet
Please browse Project Piaba website for more information www.acecotour.com to see previous expedition photos.

1.
Visas 
As a matter of reciprocity a visa is required for citizens of most nationals (including USA) wishing to visit Brazil. To obtain a tourist visa you will need:

· A passport that is valid for at least six months from the intended date of arrival in Brazil 

· One passport-sized photograph (2” x 2”) 

· A photocopy of round trip ticket 

· A duly filled out and signed visa application form 

· The $100.00 processing fee

US citizens will find all information related to visa characteristics and documents required for a visa application at the website of the Brazilian Embassy (link to: http://www.brasilemb.org ) in Washington, including a list of all Brazilian consulates in the USA.  
http://www.brazilian-consulate.org/
2- Medical issues:
We recommend that you all have the following vaccines: typhoid fever, yellow fever and Hepatitis A and B, plus make sure that your tetanus immunization is up to date as well.  Check out the CDC traveler’s guide at http://www.cdc.gov/travel/tropsam.htm and follow their recommended schedules.  There are very few mosquitoes in the Rio Negro because of its extremely acidic water (pH 3.5-4.5). We do not recommend the use of any malaria prevention drug, although the CDC recommends using Lariam (Mefloquine) to all American travelers to the tropics.  Lariam and all other malaria prevention drugs are not 100% proof, and if you do get malaria while taking Lariam, it may mask the symptoms and could be much harder to treat afterwards. Thus far, after 15 years of research and exploring in the Rio Negro basin, we have not had a single case of malaria, making me very confident that we will be in low risk areas all the time.  Nonetheless, if you feel more comfortable taking it, the decision is yours. I’d like to warn you that Larium has some side effects, which may vary form person to person, and they include nausea, dizziness, difficulty sleeping, and vivid dreams. If you have any medical condition such as severe allergies to bug stings, heart condition, etc. please consult your physician for preventive measures and let us know in advance to make proper arrangements to treat you, in case of an emergency.

3- Climate: 

Since we will be very close to the equator, temperatures during the day will range from the mid 28-35oC (80-100oF), with humidity in the range of 90-100%. It usually cools down nicely at night, and temperatures will drop down to the 20oC (70oF). Because of the high humidity, it actually feels much colder, a pullover or light jacket would be handy.  Although it is not the rainy season, rain showers are expected at any time.

4. Accommodations:
Facilities on board:

· Electricity: The boat has a generator, which will turn on when travel; the outlet is 110 volt; AC (compatible to the US) for laptop and battery chargers. 

· A laundry machine is available on board; boat maids can do laundry for you. 

· A satellite phone is available on board for emergency calls.

Cabin space on board is limited, roll on travel case fits well under the lower bunk (22 cm high).
5. Excursion boat and activities:


We will be traveling onboard the flagships of Amazonia Expeditions, owned by Capt. Mo (Moacir Fortes). The boat is a double deck cruisers with12 double occupancy cabins, all with individual bathroom and A/C. The boat also has a nice observation deck on top, with a lot of space for hammocks, where most of you will enjoy lazy naps after consuming copious amounts of caipirinha (Brazilian national drink, similar to margarita).  There will be hammocks available onboard for use or purchase. On the second deck, there is a dinning room & cash bar, which offers beer, wine, hard liquor and soft drinks.

Captain Mo will supply us with large wooden canoes with outboard engines for our daily adventures. His crew will assist us driving the boats and taking care of the gear.  Our normal routine will include an early start at around 5:30 to 6:00 am, for bird watching, early dip in the warm Rio Negro waters, or just hang around the boat and chat.  Breakfast is usually served around 7:00 am. We may have lunch at noon, or dinner at 7:00 pm; well that often depend on our how long Captain Mó wants to hang out fishing.  Night activities may include caiman-alligator hunt, harassing fish, sleeping birds and other animals, etc.

6. Suggested Packing list:

Other than the usual travel packing lists the following list may be helpful.

For your personal comfort and protection from shine, rain and bugs:

· Hat with a brim to shade face and back of neck.
· Sun glasses, sun screen lotion & Insect repellant are the must.
· Small day pack and water bottle for canoe trips.
· Lightweight rain jacket or poncho.
· None slippery sneakers or light-weight hiking boots without heavy treads.
Comfort Clothing:

· Light-weight, fast-drying long and short pans and long-sleeve shirts.
· Sweatshirt or light-weight jacket.
· Swimsuit.
· Rubber-soled sandals or sneakers for on board the boat.
· River shoes or river sandals.
Eco-tour and sport gear: 

· Binoculars.
· Snorkel and Mask.
· Small flashlight or headlamp with extra batteries and bulbs.
· Ziplock plastic bags for camera, etc.

· There are plenty of fishing rod and reels on board; you can bring your own if you are a fanatic angler like Captain Mo. 

We often bring along small gift items to local people and children; we donate collectively to local community leaders and teachers. If you’d like to do this, some suggested items are: combs, hair barrettes and scrunches, needles and thread, school supplies for children, toys. New or slightly worn clothes, such as simple shorts and t-shirts for children are most welcome. Fishing line and hooks are always appreciated by local fishers. Unless you are a health worker do not try to provide ingestion medicines to local people, however items as first aid kit, band aid and external disinfectants for small cuts are most useful. 
Please be aware that “extra” luggage you brought gifts and clothes to local people will be refilled after gift shopping trips!  
M/V Victoria Amazonica has 12 double cabins on of the cruiser
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More photos on 2004 trip web-site at http://homepage.mac.com/cartonchen/PhotoAlbum9.html
